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Scope of Strategic Environmental Assessment

* EU SEA Directive
applies to plans and programmes, not policies

Different Phases

Screening to investigate whether the plan or
programme falls under the SEA legislation

Scoping to define the boundaries of
Investigation, assessment and assumptions
required

Documentation of the base on which to base
judgments

Determination of the likely environmental
Impacts

Informing and consulting the public

Supporting "Decision taking" based on
assessment

Monitoring of effects of plans and
programmes after implementation
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SEA for the Seine-Scheldt Connection:
A Multidisciplinary Approach for a Complex Plan

How to valorize economy and ecology in one plan?

 Full evaluation of two components:

Deepening works
River restoration, incl. ecological restoration, nature
development and landscape restoration

» Professional team of certified experts

 Close collaboration with Project Committee

» Extensive baseline inventories and studies

» Detailed impact analysis for all biotic and abiotic aspects
» Appropriate and acceptable mitigation measures

* Integration of contemporary art in new infrastructure

Keys to success:

» Appropriate and clear communication strategies
Frequent project meetings and discussions
Media
Preparation of deliverables, incl. DVD in 3 languages



Stakeholders

* Regional (Flemish) Agencies
* Nature and Forests
* Land management
» Water management
» Heritage management
» Soil & Waste Management
. etc.

* Regional (Flemish) Institutes
e Institute for Nature and Forests

* Provincial level : West and East Flanders
 Local level : 16 municipalities

» Organizations

* Agriculture
* Nature

e Industry

e Tourism

e Etc.



Supporting Studies

» Hydrology and Groundwater Monitoring

* Groundwater Monitoring during more than 1 yr
 Collaboration with Flemish Hydrological Laboratorium for
mathematical modelling

» Ecology

e Literature review
 Field inventories

» Natural Heritage and Landscape

* Literature review

 Historical maps and documents
 Field inventories

* Vision

 Cultural Heritage and Archaeology
* Literature review

» Field observations

» GIS Applications



Main Impacts and Issues of Concern

 Destination of excavated sediments

» Expected changes of groundwater table

» Development of more than 500 ha of “wet terrestrial nature” as boundary condition
* Positive effects by landscape restoration

» Design of new bridges and locks can be considered as positive

« Small chance for archeological findings

 Agriculture: intensive -> extensive

» General noise reduction is anticipated

* Positive effects on air quality may be limited

» Mobility negatively affected during construction works

» Negative effects on some private properties and local water-bound industries

» Positive effects on tourism and recreation



Subsequent Environmental Studies and Advice

* In Flanders:

* Environmental Impact Assessment projects

» Detailed Sediment and soil displacement studies

» Permitting for storage of excavated sediments

« technical design studies for connection of meanders
* Etc.

* In Wallonia:
 Strategic Environmental Assessment

* Environmental Impact Assessment projects
e Permitting



Conclusions

Detailed baseline studies for all biotic and abiotic
aspects resulted in profound impact assessments for a
major plan area

Communication with various stakeholders can be a
difficult exercise, but is of great importance to
harmonise different plans on different levels

SEA for the Seine-Scheldt Connection may be
considered as a nice example of how to elaborate the
most suitable and environmentally acceptable solutions
for two seemingly opposite points of view
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