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Bulgaria: Facts and Figures

• Capital: Sofia

• Area: 111,000 km²

• Population: 7.68 million

• GDP 2006: 28.93 billion €
(3,876 € per capita)

• Total Waste Generation:16 501 000 tons 

• Municipal waste (MSW):3 446 000 tons
(476 kg/cap/year)



Institutional structure -1
� Ministry of Environment and Water (MOEW) is:

� Responsible for development and implementation of the national policy and
legislation in the waste management sector;

� Issuing permits for waste activities in case the activity is carried out on the
territory of more than one Regional Inspectorate of Environment and Water
(RIEW);

� Issuing permits to recovery organizations for specific waste streams (for
example packaging, WEEE, spend oils, used batteries and accumulators, end-
of-life vehicles)

� Issuing notifications for transboundary movement of waste
� A competent authority on adoption of resources from the pre -accession funds� A competent authority on adoption of resources from the pre -accession funds

of �� and from the Structural and Cohesion fund as well as resources from
other international financial institutions. The MOEW is Managing authority of
OP “Environment 2007- 2013”.

� Dealing with regulation of activities in the public and private sector

� RIEWs control the implementation of the requirements for treatment and
transportation of waste. RIEWs issue permits, registrations and certificates for
collection, storage, transportation, recovery and disposal of waste on their territory

� Executive Environment Agency provides classified information concerning the
environmental state in Bulgaria, daily data on air quality and radiological situation in
the country



Institutional structure -2
� OTHER RESPONSIBLE AUTHORITIES

� Ministry of Health - specifies the requirements for disposal of hazardous hospital 

waste, expired medicines and narcotic substances

� Ministry of Agriculture and Foods - issues permits for use of waste in agriculture,
incl. sludge from wastewater treatment plants, compost etc. It sets out and controls the
fulfillment of the requirement for waste management from agriculture, meat-processing
and food industry and establishes the veterinarian and sanitarian requirements for

collection and disposal of animal waste and performs sanitary control

� Ministry of Finance controls the spending of state budget funds allocated for� Ministry of Finance controls the spending of state budget funds allocated for
construction of waste management facilities. The Ministry also takes part in coordination
of projects funded by EU and international financial institutions.

� Ministry of Economy and Energy - controls the trade activities with ferrous and 
non-ferrous metal waste, issues licences for these activities and keeps a public register 

of the issued permits 

� Ministry of Regional Development and Public Works - controls the regional 

development and the communal facilities at a national and regional level

� Customs Agency is responsible for  fulfillment of the requirements on import, export 

and transit of waste e.g. for the trans-boundary shipment of waste

� OTHER: Ministry of Transport, National Statistical Institute, Bulgarian Institute 
for Standardization, 



Institutional structure -3

MAYORS                   
RESPONSIBILITIES

Management of 
municipal, construction 
and demolition waste

Adoption of 
programmes and 

regulations for waste 
management  at a local 

and regional level  

Separate collection of 
specific waste streams in 

case of financing provided 
in compliance with the 

producer’s responsibility 
principle 

Provides favourable 
conditions so that every 

holder of municipal waste 
is to be served by persons 

that have the necessary 
permit for waste 

management activities

Site selection for development 
of new WM infrastructure

Designation, construction, 
maintenance, operation, 

closure and monitoring of the 
landfills or of other facilities or 

installations for disposal of 
municipal waste or of C&D 

waste

Development and 

Provision of vessels for storage 
of municipal waste: containers, 

dust bins and other

The Municipal Council determines the rate of the municipal waste tax with in 
the scope, stipulated in the  Local Taxes and Fees Act. The municipal waste 
fee is received in the municipal budgets and is  sp ent for collection and 
disposal of municipal waste

Development and 
implementation of W M 

Programs and WM 
Regulations on local level

Posing fines and 
sanctions to physical and 
legal entities violating the 

provisions of W MA

Implementation of 
measures for closure, 

recultivation and following 
up monitoring of landfills 

located on the municipality's 

Control on the activities for 
disposal of industrial and 

hazardous waste

Determination of sites for 
collection of used batteries 
and accumulators, spend 

oils, etc.

Collection and transportation of 
municipal waste to the landfills 
or other facilities and 
installations for the disposal 
thereof

Cleaning of streets, squares, 
driveways, parks and the other 

spatial-development areas of the 
settlements designated for public 

use



Waste Management Act - 1

� The Waste Management Act transposes the requirements of the Directive 75/442/EEC on
waste and Directive 91/689/EEC on hazardous waste in the national legislation.

�� General provisionsGeneral provisions :
� the scope of waste management legislation in Bulgaria is specified;

� waste is classified in four basic classes (municipal, construction, industrial and
hazardous waste) and on this basis the competences of the different authorities arehazardous waste) and on this basis the competences of the different authorities are
specified;

� the general definitions for “waste”, “producer” of waste, “holder”, “disposal” and
“recovery” operations are introduced;

� the waste management hierarchy is introduced (3 levels);

� designation of the competent authority responsible for the implementation of the
National Waste Management Policy

� requirements for drawing up of National Waste Management Plan that includes
establishment of an integrated network of disposal installations to enable the country to
meet the self-sufficiency and proximity principles in the disposal of waste



Waste Management Act- 2

�� General provisionsGeneral provisions :
� Permit requirements for Recovery Organizations and  for establishments and 
undertakings that carry out recovery and disposal operations and registration of 
companies that carry out storage, collection and transportation of non-hazardous 
waste;

� Introduction of the “polluter pays” and “producer’s responsibility” principles.

NEW PROPOSED AMENDMENTSNEW PROPOSED AMENDMENTSNEW PROPOSED AMENDMENTSNEW PROPOSED AMENDMENTS

� Introduction of landfill tax;

� Transposition of the requirements of Regulation EC �  1013/2006 on shipments of
waste

� Interrelations between municipalities using one regional landfill/ installation for 
waste disposal

The transposition of new framework Directive 2008/9 8/EC on waste is upcoming.



Legal Framework -1
SECONDARY LEGISLATIONSECONDARY LEGISLATION

15 ordinances regulating the entire scope of waste m anagement, which can be 
subdivided into several groups:

� Widely spread waste – packaging and packaging waste, spent oils and wast e 
oil products, used batteries and accumulators, end- of-life vehicles, WEEE

� Requirement towards site selection and waste treatm ent installations- site 
selection, waste incineration and landfill of waste

� Waste classification

� Treatment of specific waste streams – titanium dioxide, PCBs/ PCTs, industrial 
and hazardous waste, waste sludge

� Import, export and transboundary movement of waste

� Waste fees



Legal Framework -2



Waste generation and composition -1

Waste Generation (2006)

Industrial wasteIndustrial waste – 12 198 000 t

Hazardous wasteHazardous waste –858 000 t

Municipal Solid WasteMunicipal Solid Waste –3 446 000 t
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Fig. 2 Population Coverage by the system 
for collection and transportation of MSW

Fig.1 Waste generation (2000- 2006)

There is a raise of 10% for the 
period 2000- 2006 regarding 
population served by collection 
and transportation systems



Waste generation and composition -2
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Fig. 3 Generation per 
capita for the period 
1995 – 2005 for EU 
Countries
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Fig. 4 Generation per capita for 
the period 2000 – 2005 in 
Bulgaria

The Generation Rate is about 
476 kg/person/ per year during 
2005



Waste generation and composition - 3
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Status of current waste infrastructure -1

EXISTING WASTE INFRASTRUCTURE

• 27 regional landfills in exploitation, which are in compliance with Directive 
1999/31/EC. 

• These landfills ensure the total capacity of 12 735 425 tones
• 4 132 557 inhabitants are served from above mentioned infrastructure, 

which is about 55% from the population of Bulgaria.which is about 55% from the population of Bulgaria.



Status of current waste infrastructure -2
Ruse Landfill for non-hazardous waste – (1)

Cells for hazardous waste

Cells for non-hazardous waste
��  1 ,2 and 3

Cells for construction waste ��  1 and 2 



Status of current waste infrastructure -3

Site for washing of containers Site for washing of collection trucks

Ruse Landfill for non-hazardous waste – (2)

General view of technical 
infrastructure

WWTP

Garage with repair workshop

Entrance, administrative building and 
electronic scale 



Status of current waste infrastructure -4
Sozopol landfill for non-hazardous waste



Status of current waste infrastructure - 5

Primorsko transfer station



Status of current waste infrastructure - 6

Primorsko Transfer Station



Future projects and investments -1

�� Funding available under Operational Program Environ ment 2007Funding available under Operational Program Environ ment 2007-- 2013 2013 
onon Priority Axis 2 Improvement and development of wast e treatment Priority Axis 2 Improvement and development of wast e treatment 
infrastructureinfrastructure is 366 743 573 Euro. Funds will be used for implementation of 
23 projects

�� Ministerial Decree 209/ 20 August 2009Ministerial Decree 209/ 20 August 2009 identifies projects and financial 
resources that will spend for its implementation:
� 23 projects will be financed by OP Environment 2007 - 2013� 23 projects will be financed by OP Environment 2007 - 2013
� 7 projects will be financed with approximately 33 000 000 Euro from 

State Budget for construction of pre-treatment facilities during the period 
2010 – 2013.

� Closure of landfills which do not correspond to the  requirements of 
Landfill Directive will be done with financial subsidies from State Budget 
which amount to 90 000 000 Euro for period 2010 – 2013.



Future projects and investments -2

Nr Region 

Total area 
of the 
region 
(km2) 

Total 
quantity of 

waste 
generated 

(t/yr) 

Population of 
the region 
(number of 
inhabitants) 

Envisaged Facilities 
Indicative 

Value 
(Euro) 

1 Botevgrad 1201,60 21 726,51 55709 L 6 000 000,00 

2 Burgas 5542,28 147 023,76 384237 
L, S, C, C&D, RC, 

TS (2) 
18 000 000,00 

3 Byala 1801,66 24 624,21 63139 L, S, C, RC 4 600 000,00 

4 Varna 800,80 138 412,17 354903 L, C, C&D, RC 10 000 000,00 

5 Veliko Tarnovo 2736,95 71 322,42 182878 L, S, C, RC 13 000 000,00 

6 Vidin 3026,79 43 915,56 112604 
L, S, C, C&D, RC 8 000 000,00 

7 Gabrovo 809,57 32 028,36 82124 L, C 4 200 000,00 

8 Dobrich 5488,00 81 804,84 209756 
L, S, C, C&D, RC, 

TS (1) 
11 000 000,00 

9 Kostenets 2100,39 29 595,15 75885 L, S, C, RC, TS with 
C (1) 

5 000 000,00 

10 Kostinbrod 1956,10 27 274,65 69935 TS(1) 1 000 000,00 

11 Kocherinovo 4241,30 93 388,62 240377 
L, S, RC, C&D, TS 

(3) with pre- 
treatment facilities 

24 000 000,00 

12 Levski 2349,70 47 422,05 121595 
L, S, C, RC, TS with 

C (1)  
11 200 000,00 

 Legend: L= Landfill Construction RC = Recycling Center
S= Separation Installation C= Composting Facilities
C&D = Construction and Demolition Waste Recycling Facility
TS = Transfer Station



Future projects and investments -3

Nr Region 

Total area 
of the 
region 
(km2) 

Total 
quantity of 

waste 
generated 

(t/yr) 

Population of 
the region 
(number of 
inhabitants) 

Envisaged Facilities 
Indicative 

Value 
(Euro) 

13 Lukovit 2218,75 34 219,38 87742 
L, S, C, RC, TS with 

C (1) 
6 000 000,00 

14 Malko Tarnovo 798,50 1 561,56 4004 L 1 500 000,00 

15 Pazardjik 3695,72 102 114,48 261832 

L, S, C, RC, C&D, 
TS with C and pre- 
treatment facilities 

(1) 

13 000 000,00 

16 Panagyurishte 823,60 12 579,06 32254 L 2 500 000,00 

17 Pernik 2413,31 54 121,47 138773 L, S, C 11 000 000,00 

18 Pleven 2751,91 80 490,54 206386 L, S, C, RC 11 000 000,00 

19 Provadiya 3539,50 40 836,90 104710 
L, S, C, C&D 8 000 000,00 

20 Razlog 1564,45 21 189,87 54333 L, C 4 650 000,00 

21 Sofia 5593,70 502 699,00 1240788 L, MBT, C 128 800 000,00

22 Stara Zagora 1344,00 144 374,10 370190 
L, S, C, RC,  TS (3) 
with separation and 

composting sites 

26 000 000,00 

23 Yambol 3817,76 114 157,68 292712 
L, S, C, RC 12 600 000,00 

 TOTAL 60 616,34 1 866 882,34 4746866  341 050 000,00 

 % 54,61% 62,65% 62,13% 
  

 



Future projects and investments -4


