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Climate change and CO 2 rank high in the 

list of environmental concerns é
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é but waste sorting remains the most 

important effort consumers make
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Packaging recycling has been 

established in all EU member states é

FITA Trade Mission Romania02.03.2010 4



Parties responsible for packaging (fillers)

(Inter)municipalities

RecyclersWaste management companies

IPC
(Interregional

Packaging Commission)

Accreditation

Verification

Agreement

5 years

é mainly through producer responsibility schemes
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The Belgian packaging law

ÅTransposition of European packaging law in Belgian legislation 

= take -back obligation 

Å= defined as an obligation for each packaging responsible 

(producer, private label retailer, importer) to meet annually the 

recycling and recovery targets of the law

ïVia own system

ïVia an accredited organisation (Fost Plus)

ÅThe accredited organisation pays the full cost and determines 

HOW to reach the targets 

but : with respect for the municipal autonomy

ÅFost Plus is accredited by the authorities for household

packaging (2004 -2008). For industrial packaging: VAL - I -PAC.
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Upstream: Members

ÅHousehold packaging

ÅOpen -ended agreements (can be terminated each year)

ÅYearly declaration of packaging quantities

ÅContribution determined by quantities and types of packaging

ÅRight to use the Green Dot mark

ÅSimplified declaration systems for smaller companies
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Downstream: Collection and sorting

ÅCo-operation with (inter)municipalities

ÅStandard agreement with a duration of 5 years

ÅSpecifications for collection and sorting: quality criteria and 
administrative monitoring ( ProFost )

ÅPublic allocation according to legal procedures

ÅIn case of services provided by intermunicipality : price based 
on average cost

ÅPayment: full cost of collection and sorting, communication, 
follow up, quality bonus, é

ÅFull cost should

- be a market price

- reflect efficiently executed services
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Recycling

ÅCollected and sorted packaging is allocated to recyclers on the 

basis of public tenders organised by Fost Plus=transparency

ÅThese recycling procedures are carried out in total 

independence of the tendering procedures for collection and 

sorting

ÅSelection of recyclers is supervised by a joint committee 

( intermunicipalities , IPC, FOST Plus)

ÅVerification by independent auditors
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Cost of the system 2008

Packaging Responsibles Sale of material

(producers, private label for recycling

retailers, importers)

67 Mio EUR 44 Mio EUR

111 Mio EUR

Collecting and sorting Communication General expenses

(incl. intermun . adm .) (incl. litter) Fost Plus

94 Mio EUR 8 Mio EUR 9 Mio EUR

FITA Trade Mission Romania02.03.2010 10



FITA Trade Mission Romania02.03.2010 11


